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media content of the site; making music, videos, photos 
and artist information more accessible than ever before. 
Please continue to visit the website as we are regularly 
updating content. 

In addition to the website, we keep our supporters 
informed through weekly e-newsletters and twice-weekly 
updates through social media channels. If you are not 
receiving our latest news, please sign up for our newsletter 
at www.musicmaker.org, become our fan on facebook or 

call us at 919-643-2456. We have also decided to expand 
the format of our printed newsletter (this very Music Maker 
Rag) to include more in-depth stories and to publish it on 
an annual basis.

Our commitment to bringing together musicians of all 
ages remains strong. While the younger, “Next Generation” 
artists we work with do not receive grants through our 
programs, the opportunities Music Maker provides for 
these upcoming artists (The Carolina Chocolate Drops, 
Andy Edmonds, etc.) to perform and play with senior 
musicians ensure the successful passing of American 
musical traditions from one generation to the next.

Music Maker is also working to shine greater light on the 
diversity of traditions that form the deep musical aquifer 
we call Southern roots music. This includes increasing 
attention on Appalachian string bands, gospel artists, 
indigenous musicians and singer/songwriters.

The lifeblood of Music Maker’s mission is support from    
people like you. The best way to keep the music playing  
is a gift to our Annual Fund. Please make you contribution 
today! 

Thanks for loving American music, 

Timothy & Denise Duffy

Dear Friends,
During the cab ride back to the hotel after his Capitol 

Blues Night performance, Piedmont blues guitarist Boo 
Hanks told a joke beginning with the words, “Back in 
slavery days…” The joke was as relevant as it was funny 
and poignant. It reminded us not only of the tremendous 
hardships many Music Maker artists have endured but 
how their culture provided the wisdom, strength and humor 
to adapt to an ever-changing world. We have tapped this 
legacy heavily to face the listless yet volatile economy of 
the past two years. The recession, coupled with dramatic 
shifts in technology and music consumption habits, has 
permanently altered both the working landscape for most 
musicians and how their message must be conveyed to 
the world. 

For Music Maker, this required reorganizing our staff and 
operations, while drastically reducing costs, to provide the 
resources and services traditional musicians will need to 
create, perform, be documented and be heard in the 21st 
century.

We have built strategic partnerships with festivals and 
venues across the US and Europe that have increased 
Music Maker artist performances by more than 30% in 
2010, increasing the artists’ self-sufficiency and educating 
thousands worldwide.

Because musicmaker.org has become the central 
resource to our community of music lovers and supporters, 
we are working hard to make the site more informative and 
user friendly. Our dedicated team of volunteers and interns 
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
Hampshire College have dramatically enhanced the multi-

Mission & History

Keepin’ the Blues Alive!
★
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MISSION STATEMENT:
Music Maker Relief Foundation, Inc. helps the true 

pioneers and forgotten heroes of Southern music gain 
recognition and meet their day-to-day needs. We present 
these musical traditions to the world so American culture 
will flourish and be preserved for future generations.

Our criteria for recipients is they be rooted in a Southern 
musical tradition, be 55 years or older and have an annual 
income less than $18,000.

Music Maker Relief Foundation, Inc. is a tax exempt, 
public charity under IRS code 501(c)3.

HISTORY OF THE FOUNDATION:
Founded in 1994, Music Maker Relief Foundation has 

improved the lives of hundreds of traditional musicians 
around the country. Music Maker keeps the bluest of the 
blues alive by empowering artists to share their talents with 
the world while increasing their self-sufficiency.  

Musical Development, Musician Sustenance and 
Cultural Access programs enable Music Maker to expose 
diverse audiences and new generations around the world 
to the history and brilliance of traditional American music. 
Through international and domestic live performances, 
educational programs and recordings, Music Maker artists 
gain recognition, increase their incomes and improve the 
quality of their lives.

1        www.musicmaker.org★



Total Revenue 
$463,746

Financial Report
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•  Provides monthly 
stipends for food, 
shelter and medical care

•  Supplies emergency aid 
for artists in crisis

•  Connects artists 
with government and 
nonprofit resources
After a lifetime of toil, the working 

poor often find themselves in their 
“Golden Years” with inadequate 
resources to maintain even the 
humblest of lifestyles. When artists 
cannot afford food, needed medicine 
or heating oil for the winter months, 
their attention shifts from music to 
daily survival. Many instruments get 
pawned and spirits become broken.  

Unfortunately, this is the case 
for the majority of Music Maker artists who are surviving 
month to month on meager social security checks. In 
addition to the extreme poverty these musicians live with, 
their families and community members often live in similar 
straights - when emergencies arise, there is often nowhere 
else for artists to turn. 

The Musician Sustenance Program 
provides resources so elder artists are not 
forced to choose food over medication 
or housing over heat. Through this vital 
program, Music Maker recipients receive 
monthly stipends and emergency grants 
in addition to assistance with basic social 
services. Often, a micro grant of $50 to 
$100 each month can make the difference 
between a hungry musician and a stocked 
pantry.

Benton Flippen, 91-year-old fiddler 
of Mt. Airy, NC, has been a recipient of 
the Sustenance Program since 1998.  
While working full time in a textile mill 
his entire adult life, Benton managed to 
find time to fulfill his musical passion, 
performing at square dances and 
community functions. Although a hard 
worker and a lifelong, prize-winning 
fiddler, Benton still struggles to cover 
basic living expenses. Fortunately, Music 
Maker provides a monthly grant to help 
Benton buy the ever-increasing list of 
prescription medicines he must have.

Music Maker has been a great help to me over the 
years, especially helping me with medicine.  –Benton 
Flippen

In addition to stipends and grants, the Sustenance 
Program serves as a bridge to social service resources. 
Benton’s wife passed away suddenly last year and Benton’s 
driver’s license renewal was denied this spring due to age and 
failing eyesight. Still residing in the home he built as a young 
man, it became difficult for him to get to the supermarket 
regularly, as he lives some distance from town. Realizing 
Benton was going hungry, Music Maker contacted Meals on 
Wheels only to find out that Benton’s rural location was not 
serviceable. After spending days on the phone, we were finally 
able to find a local church that now delivers food to Benton on 
a weekly basis. 

Benton remains an active musician, practicing more than 
ever since Lois, his companion of 65 years, has left his side. 
Earlier this year, we released 270 Haystack Rd., Benton’s 
second CD and we are presently working with him on his 
third release. Benton Flippen, lifetime fiddler, stays healthy 
with the assistance of the Sustenance Program so that he 
can continue to play the music he loves and share his gifts 
with the world.

from Music Maker Relief Foundation ★Offers support for musicians living in poverty
Musician Sustenance Program
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•  Brings live performances to 
underserved populations

•  Provides educational programming and 
internships for students

•  Offers free access to artists’ 
information and music

•  Maintains permanent, multi-media 
archive
Our Cultural Access Program aims to keep American 

roots music vital by building and educating new audiences 
about the importance of the music. Bringing this 
experience to more people is a priority for the survival of 
traditional music.

Through our Cultural Access Program, we have raised 
awareness and educated people throughout the world 
about the forgotten heroes of the blues. Throughout the 
year, we invite the outside community to experience and 
learn firsthand about the artists we serve and the music 
they perform. Artists participate in workshops in schools 
and other community events. In the summer of 2010, 
Piedmont bluesman John Dee Holeman performed and 
talked about the blues for the Durham, NC public library’s 
Summer Reading Program. Each year, Music Maker 
partners with Raleigh Charter High School’s Sustaining 
Roots Music Group (SOOTS) to present workshops and 
concerts educating high school students about the work of 
the Foundation and the artists we serve. 

Music Maker also has an extensive internship and 
community service/volunteer program. Carolina Friends 
School and Raleigh Charter High School students have 
held numerous service days at the MMRF office and 
at recipients’ homes. Each year, we host interns from 
undergraduate and graduate programs throughout the 
country – these interns are exposed to the artists and the 
work of the Foundation and are proud to carry out the 
Music Maker mission. 

In addition to presenting roots music in NC and 
communities around the world, our Cultural Access 
Program guarantees that the songs and memories 
that stem from 
performances 
and recordings 
are available for 
future generations. 
We ensure that 
thousands of hours 
of recordings, 
photographs, posters, 
press clippings 
and artwork are 
safeguarded in an 
archive at the UNC-
Chapel Hill Wilson 
Library’s Southern 
Folklife Collection, 
the “Smithsonian of 
the South.” 

from Music Maker Relief FoundationPreserves and Presents American Musical Traditions
★Cultural Access Program

Years of material have been processed and made 
available for research to students, scholars and the 
general community. Each year, interns help us digitize 
and catalog photographs and recordings, preparing these 
works to be stored at this archive for perpetuity.

Whether it is live performance, educational programming, 
the multi-media archive or promoting all of this through our 
online community, Music Maker’s Cultural Access Program 
ensures that the work of the Foundation and the music and 

lives of our dedicated 
musicians do not go 
unheard. 

Music Maker is 
potentially a model 
that could extend 
in a powerful way 
throughout the nation. 
–Bill Ferris, esteemed 
scholar and Director 
of the Study of the 
American South at UNC-
Chapel Hill

★
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• Guides professional career development

•  Manages worldwide 
bookings and tours 

•  Documents artists’ 
lives and works 
through multiple  
media sources

•  Provides instrument 
and equipment grants

•  Grants merchandise 
to artists for sale and 
promotion

•  Cultivates public 
relations and radio play
During a visit to Music Maker 

in 2007, Adolphus Bell gave us a 
press shot and a cassette of a Dr. 
Burt, a fellow musician from his hometown of Birmingham, 
AL. The intriguing photo showed a slender and tall man 
holding a beautiful, 12-string electric guitar. The hiss of the 
tape was horrendous, but the loud, crunching guitar sound 
with a solid Jimmy Reed beat was infectious. Although the 
barely-audible voice sounded as if it were yards away from 
the microphone, it was strangely compelling, angelic and 
ethereal. Clearly, Dr. Burt was an artist who drew solidly from 

tradition and 
could perhaps 
benefit from 
our Musical 
Development 
Program. 

We called 
photographer 
Gregg Roth and 
he volunteered 
to travel to 
Birmingham 
and meet the 
artist. The 
astounding 
pictures Gregg 
took peered 
deeply into Dr. 
Burt’s soul, 
revealing a 
lifetime of 
hardship. 
After one look, 
drummer and 
Advisory Board 
Member Ardie 

Dean offered to produce a recording session and, soon 
after, Burt had the beginnings of an album. We sent the 
photos and music to our partner Peter Noble, Director of 
the East Coast Blues and Roots Music Festival in Byron 
Bay, Australia and he offered to hire Dr. Burt as part of 
the next Music Maker Blues Revue tour, performing at the 
Festival and at the Tasmania Royal Botanical Gardens 
with Keith Urban and John Fogerty. Music Maker quickly 

arranged for Burt’s passport and soon he was off on his 
first trip abroad. 

An outwardly quiet man, Dr. Burt slowly revealed his 
interesting history as we traveled together - from studying 
the guitar as a child to a career as a professional boxer. 
In the early ‘60s, he was the victim of a hate crime and 
was trained by Martin Luther King Jr. in nonviolence. Burt 
became active in the civil rights movement and organized 
marches in Detroit; it was at one of these marches where 
a bullet passed through Burt’s thumb, making it difficult for 
him to play the guitar from that day forward.

At his performance in Byron Bay, Dr. Burt walked on 
stage before a crowd of 8,000 music fans for his first 
professional show. Before he even sat down to play, the 
audience came to their feet, clapping and cheering at the 
site of this elderly bluesman, nearly seven feet tall. Dr. 
Burt was very moved and honored to perform his set to a 
joyous audience.

Since that time, Dr. Burt has performed throughout the 
United States, including Lincoln Center in New York, and he 
continues to tour Europe several times a year. From his daily 
life as a 73-year-old mechanic in Birmingham, AL to producing 
an album and performing to adoring fans worldwide, Dr. Burt’s 
dreams of sharing his music with others have come true. 

 
I want to leave something for the younger generation; 

that is my goal. This is not a put on. This is me. I want 
to leave an imprint. Music Maker is an organization 
that set me on the road to being part of history, to be 
in the history books. It has been a journey for me to 
go around the world. Words cannot express how I feel. 
It is not all about the money, it is about true love. The 
dreams of a young man came true to me as an old man 
through Music Maker. Music Maker to me is a way of 
life. It gives me hope to keep on going. Music Maker is 
not always about performing. We have lots of free time 
on the road. They serve us good food. We spend time 
with each other telling stories, having fun. It is a family. 
It is a community. We are a family. What we keep is the 
family we made together. This is what happened to 
me. Australia, Paris, Belgium, Spain, Germany, Lincoln 
Center, these are some of the places I have been. It is 
not always about the money - of course that helps but it 
is more important that someone cares. –Dr. Burt

from Music Maker Relief Foundation ★Launches artists’ careers with a hand up, not a hand out
Musical Development Program 
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There are hundreds 
of events worldwide 
where you can 
experience Music 
Maker artists firsthand. 
Sign up for our 
e-newsletter and 
check musicmaker.org 
regularly so you won’t 
miss a beat!
Capitol Blues Nights:
Twice a year, Clyde’s of Gallery 
Place in Washington, DC hosts 
these intimate gatherings 
featuring Music Maker talent. 
Please check musicmaker.org 
for upcoming Capitol Blues Night 
dates.

Warehouse Blues:
This award-winning series of 
free outdoor concerts by your 
favorite Music Maker artists just 
celebrated its seventh season in 
downtown Durham, NC. Be on 
the lookout for season eight in 
Summer 2011!

Fishin’ Blues Tournament:
Gone Fishin’? The Fishin’ Blues 
Tournament will be taking a 
hiatus in 2011. We hope to see 
our fishin’ friends at other events 
in the coming year. As always, 
continue to check musicmaker.
org for details throughout the 
year. 

Join the MMRF Family ★
Discover the Artists | Make a Donation | Share the Music ★

Music Maker has forged 
strong relationships with many 
wonderful organizations, 
agencies and corporations. 
Here are just a few of the 
partners that support our 
programs and artists:

Event Partners: 
Blues Out Back Concerts of 
the Gaston County Museum
East Coast Blues Festival of 
Byron Bay Australia
Legendary Rhythm and Blues 
Cruise

Mississippi Valley Blues 
Festival
Music on the Lawn at 
American Tobacco Campus
The Oyster Riot at the Old 
Ebbitt Grill
Roots n Blues n BBQ Festival, 
Columbia, MO
Shakori Hills Grassroots 
Festival
Warehouse Blues Series, 
City of Durham Parks & 
Recreations Department 

Government Agencies:
City of Durham Parks & 
Recreation Department
NC Arts Council
Orange County Arts 
Commission

Creative & Professional:
Beeson Creative Group
Engine Company No.1
Fat Possum Records
Heyday Media
Katharine Walton Represents
Krasilovsky & Gross

Mirror Image
Puckett & Associates
Sacks & Company
Sue McGhee

Partners Abroad:
Dixiefrog Records
Engelhardt Promotions
Nueva Onda Productions

Corporate Partners:
Capitol Broadcast Company
Clyde’s Restaurant Group
JP Shellfish

Volkswagen of America
Wine Authorities LLC

Photographers:
Axel Küstner
Bill Steber
Gregg Roth
Mark Austin
Tom McGhee 

Nonprofit Partners and 
Sister Organizations:
The Blues Foundation
Blues Revue 
Center for the Study of the 
American South

Folk Alliance
Jazz Foundation of America 
Live Blues World
Living Blues Magazine
The Media Institute
MusiCares
New Orleans Musicians’ Clinic
Oxford American Magazine
PineCone
Shared Visions Foundation
Sing Out! 
Society of Singers
SOOTS
Southern Folklife Collection
Tuscarora Nation

Partners ★
★
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 TD Antifeau
 Rich and Linda A.
 Carol Abdelhalim
 David Abell
 Carl Abernathy
 Pat Abramson
 Al Abronski
 Barbara Ackemann
 Steve Acker
 Leslie Ackerman
 Steve Adams
 Charlie Adams
 Shirly Adams
 Theresa Adams
 Rachel Adams
 Corey Adams
 David  Adams
 Gary Adams
 Neil Adams
 Kimberly Adams
 Marina A. Adamy
 Caroline Addison
 Andee Aguirre
 Stephen Ahearn
 Tom and Sharon Ahern
 Max Airborne
 Bryan Akers
 Nicholas  Albergo
 R. Albrecht-Mallinger
 Mary Katherine Aldin
 Patricia Aldrich
 Patricia Aldrich
 Justina Allan
 Ian Allan
 John Allemang
 James Allen
 Jeffrey Allison
 Janet Alving
 Ameriprise
 Daniel Amick
 Shireen Amini
 Laura Ammons
 Haakon Andersen
 John Anderson
 Barbara Anderson
 Nain Anderson
 Chris Anderson
 Megan Anderson
 Caperton Andersson
 Mark and Dara Andraka
 Clair J. Andreas
 Cicely Andree
 Wallace Andrew
 Frank Andrews
 Camille Andrews
 Louis and Susan Angelo
 Sharon Annis
 Anonymous
 Anonymous
 Merriam Ansara
 Mike Antonacci
 Guy Apicella
 James Aplin
 Michael Araujo
 Tommy Archibald
 ARIA Foundation
 Daniele Armaleo
 Sonja Armour
 Brian Armstrong
 Nancy Arnold
 Ken Arnold
 Jesse Arp
 Jan Asch
 Christine Ashby
 Valerie Asher
 Eric  Ashman
 Steve Atkinson
 James Atleson
 Lauren Attanas
 Philippe Aubrun
 Jennifer Aultman
 Michael Austin
 William David Austin
 Karen Avants
 Pat Aveni
 Juli Anna Avila
 Avon Products Foundation
 Inc.
 Gonzalo Ayala
 Barry Aycock
 Phillip Ayers
 Terry  Bachman
 Susan Bails
 Anrew Bain
 Dennis Baird
 Susan Baird
 Brian Baker
 Matthew Baker
 Ralph Baker
 Sarah Baker
 Rebecca  Baldwin
 Connie Bales
 Charles Ballard
 James Balmer
 Emily Balser
 Bank of America Matching Gifts
 Theme Bannenberg
 Angelina Baranes
 Arnold  Barefoot
 Karen and Ben Barker
 Wiley Barnard
 Burton Barnard
 Gary Barnes
 Michael Barnes
 Vivian Barnette
 Sandra Barnhart
 Jason Barrett
 Shelley Barrow
 Stuart Bartlett
 Kathy Bartlett
 Elizabeth Baudhuin
 Jason Bauer
 Melissa Bauer
 Brian Baumgartner
 Magdalena Bauza
 Mark Bays
 Ann and John Beach
 Jack Beard
 Joan Beasley
 Joe Beasley
 Jim Beatty
 Keith Beatty
 Alan Beaubien
 John Becherer
 Denise Beck
 Paul Beck
 James Beck
 Calvin and 
 Marcellene Beckelheimer
 Karen Beckles
 Kim Beeman
 Sharon and Larry Beeman
 Francis Behan
 Phillip Beiderbecke
 Patrice Beittel and Don Spence
 Marc Belanger
 Mary Bell
 Michael Bell
 Yan Bellantoni
 Daniele Bellini
 Stefano Belloli
 Dale Belman

 John  Bemis
 Marcel  Benedit
 Dana Benelli
 Larry Benicewicz
 Joy Bennett
 Brittany Benowitz
 Carol  Benson
 Amanda Benson
 Bridget Benson
 Charles Benton
 Nicole Berger
 Brad Bergerson
 Taylor Bergren-Chrisman
 Walter Berko
 William Berlinghoff
 Scott Berman
 Sharon Berry-Vivian
 Lori  Berube
 Debra Bettis
 Marjorie Bevans
 Nancy Bierman
 Jean-Paul Bierny
 Charles Bigger
 Arthur and Ryo Binard
 Stephen Birch
 James Bird
 M. Birdsong
 Mark Bisbee
 Gayle Bishop
 Diana Bitter
 Sune Bjerre
 Neal Blaedorn
 Steve Blair
 Terrie Blake
 Natalie Blake
 Bruce Blakeley
 Greg Blakemore
 Cora Blancato
 Rick and Cindy Bland
 David Bleckley
 Ian  Block
 Ann Blonston
 Ronald F. Bloom
 Blues Society of Central 
 Pennsylvania
 William Blunt
 Jack Bly
 Dale Bodmer
 Vicki Boggs
 Tom Boggs
 William Boggs
 Marie-Heiene Boisvert
 Brandon Bolinsky
 Andrew Bolls
 Myra Bom
 Robin Bombardi
 Anthony Bon
 Carolyn Bonner
 Anne and Bill Boone
 Andrew Boothman
 Breta Boots
 Carol Borgmann
 Lee Ann Borgmeyer
 Thomas Borns
 Dan Borntrager
 Randall Borntrager
 Joseph Bosslet
 Heidi Bostwick
 Mike Bosworth
 Julie and Arickey Bounds
 Kristy Bounds
 Frank and Anna Bourne
 Kelly Bowden
 James  Bowdoin
 Janne Bowen-Williams
 John Bowles
 Jeanne Bowman
 Richard Bowman
 Patricia Bowman
 Michael Bowyer
 Gerald Boxser
 Bradford Boyd
 John Boyd
 Nadine Boyd
 Al Boyden
 Alex Boyer
 Lois Boynton
 Razi  Bradley
 Michael Bradley
 John Braeunig
 William Brain
 Kenny Braitman and Annie      
 Bristow
 Louis  Brand
 Jeff Brand
 Richard Brand
 Jason Brandenburg
 John and Penny Brandon
 Hattie Branham
 Robin Brashear
 Lauren Braswell
 Whitney Brattonw
 Kevin Breault
 Jeffrey Breiner
 Mary Breller
 Lindsay Bremner
 Barbara Brennan
 Devra Breslow
 Robert Bresnan
 William Bretz
 Mark Brewster
 Jennifer Brickey
 Elizabeth Britt
 Jim Brittain
 Grace Brockway
 Brad Bromstead
 Eddie Brooks
 James Brooks
 Havi Brooks
 David  Brooks
 Jamesy Brooks
 David Brower
 Aaron Brown
 David Brown
 Frazier Brown
 Thomas Brown
 Liz Brown
 Jennifer Brown
 James Brown
 Darryl Brown
 Robert Brown
 Andrea  Brown
 Karen Brown
 Stephen Brown
 Gregg and Nancy Brownell
 Shannon Brownfield
 Anna Brubaker
 Patty Bruer
 Jeannette Brugger
 Raymond Bryan
 Richard Bublitz
 Margit Bucher
 April Melissa Buck
 Norman Buckner
 Mike Buell
 Paul Bugg
 Richard Buggeln
 Chris Buice
 Robert Buist
 Sandy Bulman
 Bethany Bultman
 Nelson Bunker

 Al Bunshaft
 Patricia Burdick
 Matthew Burger
 Peggy  Burke
 Richard Burke
 Gerald Burkley
 Brandon Burks
 Peggy Burks
 Denis Burns
 Mike Burns
 Jon Burr
 Charles Busfield
 Holly Bussell
 Dave Butler
 R. Donovan Butter
 Sandra Bykowski
 Chlovena Byrd
 Gray Byrd
 Louis Caditz-Peck
 Sean Caffrey
 Tom, Karin and Zoe Cahill
 Michael Cain
 Carl Callenbach
 Ava Callison
 Chris Camarda
 Upstart Camp
 Gerald Campbell
 Terry Campbell
 Alexander Campos
 Laura Canfield
 Scott Cannon
 Joan Cannon
 Sarah Cannon
 Michael Cantrell
 Cindy Canup
 John Capitanio
 Luis Caraballo
 Terry Card
 Tal Carden
 John Carey
 Whitney Carleton
 Randall ”Cabman” Carleton
 Sanya Carley
 Richard Carlier
 Joseph and Jane Carlisle
 Joyce Carman
 Harry Carpenter
 Malcolm Carroll
 Bill and Melissa Carson
 Thomas Carson
 F Stuart Carson
 Norfleet and Sara Carter
 Curt Carter
 Tina Casagrand
 Paula Casebier
 Eileen Casey
 Jeanne Cassetta
 MaryBeth Cassidy
 Richard Catanzaro
 Tyson Cathey
 Kim Cattrall
 Tim Cavanaugh
 Steve Center
 Mathieu Chabert
 Michelle Chae
 Jessica Chaffin
 Martha Chaiklin
 Shawn Chain
 Sarah Chakrin
 Jessica and John Chamberlin
 John Byrne Chamberlin
 Nancy Chandler
 James Chapman
 Beth Chappell
 Judy Charles
 Carol Charnley
 Vorarat Charoonsmith
 Larry Chastain
 David Chatfield
 Priscilla Cheever
 Robert Cherry
 A.A. Chestelson
 Garret Cheves
 Eloise Chevrier
 Ann Childress
 Samuel Childs
 Dick Childs
 Keith Chmiel
 James Chodosh
 Anthony Chopkoski
 Jeff Christian
 Pollet Christian
 Pino Cimenton
 Terra Ciotta
 Carolyn Clark
 Michael Clark
 Mateo Clarke
 Mateo Clarke
 Robert Clarke
 Michael Clay
 David Clements
 Susan Clements
 Bruno Clerino
 Kath Clerke
 Zackary  Cleveland
 Barbara Clinefelter
 Stephanie Co
 Gretchen Coady
 Daniel Coate
 Munroe Cobey
 Phil Cochran
 James Coddington
 Louis Coditz-Peck
 Skkot Cody
 David Cogdell
 Nancy Coger
 Ron Coghlan
 Edie Cohn
 Joanne Cole
 Lloyd Cole
 Lila Coleburn
 Kathryn Coles
 Donald Collins
 Derek Collins
 Elaine Collins
 Evan Collinsworth III
 Robin Colonas
 Cathy Comenas
 Russ Comer
 Communities Foundation  
 of Texas
 Holly Lu Conant Rees
 Vivian Conner
 William Connolly
 Charlotte Cook
 Rebecca Cook
 Keith Cook
 Donna Cooley
 Beth Cooper
 Pamela Cooper
 Sara Cooper
 Kenneth Cooper
 Ernie  Cormier
 Marie-Helene Cormier
 Karen Costa-Tappon
 Coline Costantini
 John Costello
 Mike Costello
 Daniel Coston
 Emily Cotton
 Bruce  Couch
 Jim Coulson

 James Coulter
 Judy Counts
 Stephen Coveney
 Nancy and Michael Cowal
 Macklin Cowart
 John Cowherd
 Katherine Cowles
 Richard Cowles
 Adrienne and John Cox
 Clarence Cox
 Michael Cox
 Rick Crafts
 Paul Cramer
 Claudia Crandall
 Peter and Heidi Cranford
 Kevin Cratty
 Cory Cravatta
 Christina Craven
 Hansel Creech
 David Creed
 Gary Cress
 Danny Crews
 Jason Crichton
 John Critchfield
 Gary Croisatiere
 Mats Cronwik
 Crystal Crosbie
 Tim Crotty
 Kevin Crowell
 Lee Crumpton
 Frank Cservak
 Dian Francesca Cuccinello
 Brian Cullen
 Vicky Cullison
 William Cullom
 James Curtis
 JoEllen Cuthbertson
 Kevin Cwalina
 John D. Combo
 Marieanne  D’Antonio
 Leo D’Huys
 Marcie Dachik
 Bill Dady
 John and Ellen Dagger
 Marian Daigler
 Anonymous
 Russell Dale
 Kevin Daley
 Suzanne Dallimore
 Thomas Dallman
 Kathleen Dalton
 Tom Daly
 David Dampier
 Timothy Damron
 Thomas Danfield
 Steve Daniels
 Robert Darling
 Richard Darne
 Julia Dashe
 Olin Frank Daunell
 Dany David
 Barbara Davis
 Linda Davis
 Philip Davis
 Amy Davis
 Laronda Davis
 C Davis
 Virgil Davis
 Stephen Davis
 James Davis
 Stephen Davis
 Jeff Davis
 Susan Davis
 Gary Davis
 Tom Davis and Maureen Zent
 Josh Dawson
 Brenda Dawson
 Christopher Dazet
 Leanne De Freitas
 Menno De Jong
 Katie and Jim De Laurentis
 Gail De Los Santos Anderson
 Jack Deason
 Sallie Deaton
 Melinda Dehart
 Chris Deidrick
 Selene Deike
 Robert DeKnight
 Donald Delavergne
 Carolyn Delk
 Dell Direct Giving Campaign
 Michael DeMao
 Judith DeMarsh
 Mervyn Demello
 Nicholas Demiduk
 Lisa Dennis
 Joseph Depuglio
 Suzanne Deramo
 Bob Derro
 Anonymous
 John deRuiter
 Molly Des Jardin
 Milkwood Designs
 William DesJardin
 Edward Dessommes
 Bob DeVellis
 Robert DeVellis
 Marisa and Dennis Devine
 Bob and Ruth DeVries
 Peter and Dede DeVries
 Vito Di Bona
 Gianluca Diana
 Tom Dibasilio
 Al and Ann Marie DiCicco
 Albert DiCicco
 Devon Dickenson
 Christopher Dickey
 Jean Dickson
 John Diebold
 Laura Diener
 Troy Dixon
 Virginia Dixon
 Robert Dixon
 Jay Docherty
 Michael Doherty
 Dayna Dominguez
 Nancy Donald
 David Donaldson
 James Donegan
 Carol Donin
 Lorraine Donlon
 Shawn Donnille
 Kevin Donoughe
 Neil Donovan
 Jerry Donowitz
 Jan van Doorn
 Melissa Doro
 Catharine Dougherty
 Stephen  Dovenitz
 Philip Dow
 Sara Dowd
 Kathleen Dowd
 Steve Downs
 George Downs
 Suzanne  Downs
 John Downs
 Ann and Max Drake
 Roger Drake
 Shirley Drechsel
 Erin Driscoll-Brantley
 Nina  and Harold Drooker
 Michael Duane

 Toombs DuBose Lewis
 Jr.
 Daniel and Kathryn Dudeck
 Lucy Duffy
 Karen Duffy
 Tim and Denise Duffy
 Carol Dugger
 Cecil Dugger
 Marcy Duke
 Peggy Duly
 Luella Dunagan
 Jay Duncan
 Lucia Duncan
 Louise Dunn
 Dallas Dunn
 Dennis Dunne
 Francois Dupont
 Steve Duritt Jr.
 Louis and Diane Durocher
 Stephen  Dwyer
 Susan and Randy Dyer
 Gary Dzidowski
 Tom E. Jones
 Ryan Eaddy
 Christopher East
 Kimberly Linhart Eaton
 Jonathan Eaves
 Teresa Edgar
 Lucinda Edgerton
 Vernon Edgerton
 Kara Edin
 John Edward Fox
 Jerry Edwards
 Charlotte Edwards
 Bruce Egan
 Frances Egan
 William  Egly
 Tiphaine Egret
 Richard Ehret
 Dick Ehret
 Alan Eichenbaum
 Susan Elder
 Catherine Elkins
 Jennifer Elkins
 Bruce Elliott
 Carl Elliott
 Jeffrey Ellis
 Gary Ellison
 John Elterich
 Michael Elvin
 Nancy Elwell
 Gerald Ely
 John Embry
 Bob Emrich
 Elise Thoron and Oz Enders
 Juliette Enfield
 Joy Engel
 Jim England
 Caleb Englander
 John Engle
 Alain Enjalbert
 Douglas Erb
 William Erchul
 John Erhart
 Edna Marie Erickson
 John Ernst
 William Erwin
 Murrey Esquivel
 Helena Estes
 Saramel Evans
 Johnathan Evans
 Tony Evett
 Daryl F. Walker
 Herman Faiola
 David  Fairall
 Philippe Faissolle
 Brian Faker
 Sam and Peggy Falcetti
 Jeffrey and Barbara Farran
 Bart Farrell
 Robert Faunce
 Jean-Paul Fayolle
 Rebecca Feeman
 Robert Fegley
 Arthur Feld
 Ellen Fenoglio and Philip   
 Hennessee
 Martin Ferguson
 Kenneth Ferguson
 Art Ferguson
 Adria Fernandez
 Cathie Ferrari
 Jack and Patricia Ferrell
 Frederick and Toni Fesel
 Rachel Fetters
 Jean Fiault
 Richard Fiddler
 Robert Filippi
 David Finger
 Andrew Finnegan
 Pamela Finney
 Paul Finniss
 Amy Fish
 Tom Fisher
 Robert Fitzgerrell
 Margaret FitzGibbon
 Lorraine Fitzpatrick
 Arnold Fleischer and 
 Linda Pallini
 Robert Fleming
 Dom Flemons
 Tara Fletcher
 Elizabeth Flint
 Richard Flores
 David Florin
 Bob Flynn
 Edward Flynn
 David Foglia
 Steven Foley
 Paul Fontaine
 Don Fonte
 Kevin Fontenot
 John Ford
 Jon Ford
 Shane and Anna Ford
 Damon Fordham
 Michael and Kathleen Forgit
 David and Magan Forman
 Nicole Fortier
 Terry Fossberg
 Ruthie Foster
 Kenneth Foster
 Bruno Fourgeaux
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 United Way California Capital  
 Region
 United Way of San Francisco
 Unum
 Shigeru Urano
 Beth Uribe
 Mary Urie
 Michael Uth
 Nancy Vaden-Kiernan
 Deborah Valleau
 Phillip Vallejo
 Linda Valleroy Ph.D
 Thomas van Cleve
 Marian van Dalen Anderson
 Rudie Van Leeuwen
 Michel van Mulders
 Robert Van Vranken
 Jason Vance
 Julia VanHorn
 Cherry and Sam Vanneman
 Michael Vanoost
 Gary Vartanoff
 Heidi Vaughn
 Lorna Veitch
 John Vella
 Jane Verba
 Matt Verhum
 James Vernon
 Shacheendra Vinod
 Christine Viola
 Michael Viveiros
 Michele Vogt
 Gary Vogt
 Stephanie Volmer
 Terri VonderHeide
 Mary Vonerdmansdorff
 Charles Vorosmarty
 Roxanne Votaw
 Hugh W. Johnson
 Mark Wade
 Ann Wagner
 Michael Wagner
 Tom Wagner
 Evelyn Wakulenko
 George Waldrop
 Mark Waldrop
 George Waldrop
 Mary Walker
 Jeffrey Walker
 Rodney Walker
 Kasey Walker
 Michael Walker
 John Wall
 Gary Wallace
 Andrew Wallace
 Tom Wallack
 Robert Walls
 Dave Walsh
 Scott Walter
 Jim Walton
 Mary WanderPolo
 Mark Waraksa
 Jenny Warburg
 Eric and Gerty Ward
 Ray Ward
 Maxine Warnath
 Jesse Warner
 Rebecca Ann Warwick
 Bruce Washburn
 Anne Washington
 Beverly Watkins
 Deborah Watson
 Paula Watson
 Linda Wayne Goldman
 Allen Weatherford
 Casey Weatherington
 Rodman and Elise Webb
 Bill Weber
 James Webster
 Michael Weddington
 David Wedgbury
 Tandy Weger
 Linda Weingartz
 Ronald Weinstock
 Jane Weir
 Cindy Weisbart
 Laura Weisberg
 Scott Weissflog
 Richard Weissman
 Christopher Weller
 Paul Wellons

 Ellen Wells
 Barry Wells-Demarne 
 and Loretta Demarne
 Ross Wells and 
 Carol Beth Baker
 Ronda Wenger
 Jeffrey Wescoat
 Janiene West
 David West
 Paul and Jory Westberry
 Jeffrey Westcoat
 Marieta Westermeyer
 Nancy Westvig
 Anabella Wewer
 Susan Wheeler
 Norm Wheeler
 Charles Whinna
 Dean Whipple
 Kathryn White
 Nicholas White
 Barbara White
 Walter White
 Ernest White
 Angela White
 Travis White
 Ed Whitfield
 Steve Whiting
 Allen Whitley
 Marc Whitmore
 Tom Wible
 Don Wichert
 Fred Wieser
 Roger Wiesmeyer
 Merywen Wigley
 Pamela Wigney
 Kim Wilbur
 Sandy Wilburn
 R.H. Wiley
 William Wiley
 Robert Wilhelm
 Eric Wilkey
 Monica Willding
 Jane Wille
 Germaine Williams
 Michael and Seran Williams
 Tom Williams
 Peggy Williams
 John Williams
 Cathleen Williams
 John Williams
 Hugh Williams
 Scott Williams
 Caroline Williams
 Dean Williams
 Stanly Williams
 Charles Williams
 Mark Williamson
 Benjamin Williamson IV
 Muriel Williman
 John Willson
 David Willson
 Brenda Wilson
 Libby Wilson
 Kim Wilson
 Windi Wilson
 Thomas Wilson
 Donna Winborne
 Dante Winchester
 Wine Authorities LLC
 David Wing
 Phil Winiker
 Ken Winker and Barbara White
 Maurice Winner
 Geraldine Winstead
 Barden Winstead Jr.
 Ruth Wint
 Cindy Winters
 Elliott Winton
 Georgia Wise
 R. Wise
 Dirk Wissbaum
 John Wissman
 Alyssa Wittenborn
 Eileen Wittwer
 Alan Wolf
 Phillip Wolfe
 Len Wolff
 Richard D. Wolff
 Robert William Wolff
 Barrt Wolitzky
 Leslye Wood
 Barbara Wood
 Judy Wood
 Alan Wood
 Pete Woods
 Beth  Woodson
 Tim Wooten
 Ian Worthington
 Sharon Wretzel
 Wilbur and Lundi Wright
 Thomas Wright
 Barbara Wright
 Marshall Wyatt
 William Yaggy
 Makito Yagi
 Mary Beth Yakoubian
 Kayoko Yamada
 Larry Yarger
 Greg Yaxley
 Tabatha Yeatts
 Dean Yeonas
 Roger Yoerges
 Anna-Marie York
 Tony Young
 Warren Young
 Katrina Young
 Clyde Young
 Ronald Young
 Stacey Young
 Bridget Young
 Clifford Younger
 Rebecca Yount
 Mike Yurconic
 Gray Zabriskie
 Christopher Zaharek
 Linda Zahn
 Allen Zaklad
 Velta Zegel
 Kenneth Zeiders
 Kirby and Grayum Zeman
 Melissa J. Zeph
 Andrew and Carlene Ziegler
 Dick and Mary Lou Zielinski
 Gerard Zietz
 Richard Ziglar
 Marla Zimmerman
 Bennett Zipman
 M.T. Zlody
 Janna Zonder
 Paul Zubko
 Zarino Zucchi
 Ingo Zucker
 Julie Zuckerman
 Magdalena Zurawski
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A retired agricultural  
worker, Boo lives on less  

than $7000 a year. 
Since Music Maker has 

worked with him, he has 
toured overseas, performed 

at Lincoln Center and 
has become a noted 

bluesman in his region.

Boo Hanks is a pure Piedmont blues 
guitarist and singer, still working hard 
to make a living at 84 years old. In late 
summer, he wakes up at 4 am most 
days and heads to the tobacco fields to 
drive a tractor that hauls picked tobacco. 
Recently, film intern Tom Ciaburri and 
I visited Boo in Buffalo Junction, VA to 
film him working the fields. While there, 
Boo shared stories about his upbringing 
and his long family history in the 
Piedmont region.

Boo and his family have lived in 
Vance County, NC since his great-
grandfather Mack Grice was a child. 
Born into slavery, Mack was given as a 
wedding gift to Colonel John Hargrove 
and his bride. After Mack was brought 
to their home in Vance County, NC, he 
took the Hargrove name, which remains 
in Boo’s family today. 

A few days later, Boo invited Tom 
and me to visit and document the old 
home place where his entire family had 
worked and lived since slavery times. It 
was nearly 100 degrees that afternoon 
as we traveled the 15 miles from his 
trailer in Southern VA to his childhood 
home across the NC border. Rain began 
pouring down as we crossed the state 
line and, after a few turns, Boo pointed 
towards a driveway and told us it was the homestead 
of Mack Hargrove and his son Prince Hargrove, Boo’s 
grandfather. Just past that driveway, we turned down a dirt 
road and, situated between huge fields of mature tobacco 
plants stood an old farmhouse. Upon seeing the house, 
Boo asked us to stop and he got out of the car. Visibly 
moved and melancholy, he recounted:

This house was built for me by Charlie Hargrove [a 
descendant of the family that owned Boo’s ancestors] 
and he gave me lifetime tenancy. I raised 8 children 
here, working as a sharecropper. We worked mules 
and a horse, did not get a tractor till the last year I was 
here. When my wife left me and took the children, I had 

from Music Maker Relief FoundationBoo Hanks ★
Artist Feature

nothing left, no way to work the farm, so I left. I have 
not been back in many years.

Boo then talked about his mother Fannie, the daughter 
of Prince Hargrove, and how she married Eddie Hanks, a 
man of mixed race from another old, area family. He told 
us the field we sat in was called Old Hanks Field in the 
days before Colonel Hargrove purchased it. Boo proudly 
informed us that this same Hanks family produced Mary 
Hanks, the mother of Abraham Lincoln. Not too far off, 
there is even an Old Hanks graveyard deep in the woods. 
He mentioned that some of the Hanks descendants had 
visited in the ‘60s from Tennessee and Kentucky to search 
out the old site.

After our filming, we drove further into 
the fields and Boo showed us a barn that 
his grandfather, Prince Hargrove had 
built – a small log building that was once 
his family’s kitchen and then a corncrib for 
farming. 

Boo wanted to show us his grandfather’s 
home. Pulling into the yard we saw an 
old, run-down clapboard house. Burned 
piles of trash covered the yard and three 
children were sitting on the porch. Boo 
got out of the car and told the kids to get 
their mama. A woman came out, and Boo 
explained who he was and told her that 
his grandfather had built the house. They 
chatted and soon discovered they were 
distantly related. Boo asked whom she 
was renting from and working for and, to 
our surprise, it was the same Hargrove 
family who had brought Boo’s great 
grandfather to the area more than 150 
years ago. She asked Boo if he would like 
to come back and go fishing sometime 
(only a bluesman could go looking for his 
grandfather’s cabin and end up with a 
date).

Boo pointed to a log home in the field 
below and told us to go down there. He 
said Mack Hargrove built this house for his 
son Prince Hargrove. 

You see that chimney, he built that. Mack lived to be a 
very old man, they say he was 114 years old when he 
died in 1926. I pulled a rock out of the fallen chimney 
and Boo said Mack could have put that rock there.
 

A retired agricultural worker, Boo lives on less than 
$7000 a year. Since Music Maker has worked with him, he 
has toured overseas, performed at Lincoln Center and has 
become a noted bluesman in his region. 

I have my health; I can get up and go. 
Many folks with a lot more money than I 
have cannot do that. I consider myself a very 
blessed man. –Boo Hanks
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great success of his album 
with the Carolina Chocolate 
Drops.

John Dee Holeman of 
Durham, NC has retired 
from flying to shows but is 
still performing locally. He 
spent the summer attending 
physical therapy to build 
strength in his legs. He 
remains physically active 
each day working on lawn 
mowers and maintaining his 
house. 

Calvin “Dogman” 
Blackman, a wonderful 
harmonica player from 
Ripley, TN writes and calls 
periodically. He is one of the 
few longtime Music Maker 
recipient artists who we 
have yet to meet in person.

Whistlin’ Britches is in 
great health and still lives 
at an assisted living facility 
in Winston-Salem, NC. 
Captain Luke often picks 

Next Generation

Integral to our mission of keeping American 
musical traditions alive is nurturing the 
passing of the torch to new generations. 
Music Maker brings artists of all ages 
together regularly to work on their repertoires, 
rehearse, record and perform. The younger 
artists relish opportunities to learn from these 
masters and the senior musicians thrive on 
the young artists’ energy and enthusiasm. 
These “Next Generation” artists do not 
receive grants from our programs but are 
encouraged and often hired to work with 
recipient artists at Music Maker events.

For many recipient artists, the songs and 
styles they play represent a legacy lovingly 
given to them by parents, grandparents, 
uncles and neighbors who have long 
since passed from this world. To safely 
pass that treasure on to hands and hearts 
that will continue to cherish and nurture 

the tradition, is deeply satisfying and an 
important obligation fulfilled. Andy Edmonds 
of Mt. Airy, NC has been studying under 
the tutelage of legendary fiddler Benton 
Flippen since he was 13 years old and now, 
at 30, he is an accomplished musician and 
performer in the active old-time scene. The 
Carolina Chocolate Drops based their initial 
repertoire on the song bag of nonagenarian 
fiddler Joe Thompson. Guitar Gabriel had 
a tremendous impact on a great many 
young musicians who have since become 
professional musicians themselves.

Presenting younger musicians in either 
a shared billed or as side musicians with 
senior artists can bridge generation gaps for 
the audience. The young fans that the junior 
musicians bring in rejuvenate and grow the 
audience, thereby increasing the appreciation 
of roots music now and for the future.  

★
Artist Notes

work. Lee keeps us updated 
on the songs he is writing for 
yet another CD he wants to 
record.

I am too old to worry too 
much. If I do, I would put 
myself right out of here. 
-Lee Gates 

singer who relocated to 
Salisbury, NC after her 
home was destroyed by 
Katrina, has joined our 
Blues Revue. This year she 
performed with the Revue 
in Columbia, MO, Australia 
and Europe.

Milwaukee bluesman Lee 
Gates recently moved into a 
low-income housing project. 
For reasons unknown to Lee, 
his monthly social security 
check of nearly $900 has 
been reduced to under $400 
per month. The transmission 
in his car is broken and he 
has no way to travel to gigs. 
Lee keeps in close touch as 
he is in desperate need of 

Congratulations to Music 
Maker supporters who helped 
Eddie Tigner replace what 
was taken after having his car 
and keyboard stolen. Eddie 
was truly touched and thanks 
all of his fans and MM donors 
who helped him during this 
difficult time. At 83, he still 
keeps up his weekly Atlanta 
performances at Fat Matt’s 
Rib Shack and the Northside 
Tavern.

Little Freddie King 
remains in the New Orleans 
Musicians’ Village and 
continues to perform both 
locally and abroad. Since 
releasing his CD, At Home 
in the New Orleans 
Musicians’ Village, 
Freddie has increased his 
income by selling boxes 
upon boxes of the album. 

At 84, Captain Luke has 
retired from international 
travel but still performs 
stateside. He is very fond 
of hosting dignitaries from 
abroad, showing them 
around the eateries and drink 
houses of Winston-Salem, 
NC. 

Little Pink Anderson has 
enjoyed his recent grant 
of a handmade Telecaster, 
built and donated by 
Damon Smith of Portland, 
Oregon. 

At 92, Joe Thompson, 
revered African American 
old-time fiddler, is doing well 
and continues to enjoy the 

his friend up for extended 
stays with him at his 
apartment.

Alabama Slim’s new CD, 
Blue and Lonesome, 
garnered him a month 
long tour in Europe this 
November.

Lil’ Joe from Chicago 
has been leading bands 
for decades. Per his 
suggestion, we invited 
his friend Nashid Abdul-
Khaaliq to join our Blues 
Revue as the bassist. 
Nashid is a tremendously 
talented musician and 
during a recent five-week 
tour of Europe, 84-year-
old Eddie Tigner 
enjoyed taking music 
lessons from Nashid. 

You are never too 
old to learn. I really 
appreciate Nashid 
taking the time to help 
me learn to play behind 
the other musicians.  
–Eddie Tigner

Clyde Langford 
of Centerville, TX 
underwent heart surgery 
and had stints put in 
both legs. At 83 he says 
he is feeling good and 
has moved in with his 
daughter in Rowlett, 
TX until he makes a full 
recovery. He is back 
to singing and playing 
his deep Texas country 
blues. 

In July of 2010, Etta Baker 
was inducted into the Blue 
Ridge Music Hall of Fame. 
Her son, Edgar Baker, 
accepted the award for the 
family. 

Pat “Mother Blues” 
Cohen, a Bourbon St. 
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from Music Maker Relief FoundationAdolphus Bell, One-Man Band ★
You Can Make a Difference

Driving back from Louisville, KY in 2004, we noticed a van 
with “Adolphus Bell, One Man Band” painted on its side. 
We followed the vehicle for an hour hoping the driver would 
stop, but eventually we had to travel a different direction. 
After that day, the memory of Adolphus’ face and van would 
not leave our minds. Upon returning home, we searched 
the Internet and asked around for information about him but 
found nothing. 

Finally, one year later, Music Maker Board Member 
Mudcat informed us that he had an upcoming show with an 
Adolphus Bell from Birmingham, AL. After the performance, 
Mudcat expressed how wonderful Adolphus was and told 
me how we could 
get in touch with 
him. Shortly after 
Adolphus and 
Music Maker made 
contact, we booked 
him at the King 
Biscuit Festival in 
Helena, AR and 
have been working 
with him since.

Early on, 
our Musician 
Sustenance 
Program helped 
Adolphus. Living 
in his van and 
traveling from town 
to town looking for 
work, Adolphus 
was in desperate need of help. The Sustenance Program 
helped him move out of his van and into a proper apartment 
for the first time in 15 years. Adolphus finally had a decent 
living situation, a safe car to get him to gigs and the 
confidence to travel the world performing the blues. 

During the first year of working with Music Maker, our 
Musical Development Program helped Adolphus produce 
a CD and get a passport (which required lobbying his 

congressman to annul a 
case that prevented him 
from originally receiving 
his passport). He soon 
found himself performing 
throughout the US and in 
Turkey, Australia, Argentina 
and Europe. He even 
appeared on television in 
Cognac, France where he 
was recognized for his great 
talent.

I don’t care how many 
people try to stop you. The 
good Lord’s got something 
for you; then you’re going 
to get it. That’s the way I 
feel. That’s what happened. 

 –Adolphus Bell

Last winter Adolphus was featured on the cover of Living 
Blues and had a full touring schedule. Then, in December, 
we received the news that he was diagnosed with lung 
cancer. Since then, he has spent the last year undergoing 
radiation and chemotherapy treatments. During this time 
Adolphus has survived on his savings, which were suddenly 
depleted when his sister passed and he had to use his 
remaining money to cover funeral expenses. Throughout all 
of this, both of his cars have died and Adolphus now takes 
the bus to the hospital for his treatments. 

Offers of work continue to pour in but Adolphus is forced 
to defer them until he is healthy enough to work again. Now, 
more than ever, Adolphus is in true need of our help. 
We send him monthly stipends and set him up with Meals 
on Wheels but his hospital expenses have dramatically 
increased his cost of living. 

Adolphus is strong and both he and his doctor believe he will 
beat the cancer. He’s still working on songs for a new CD and 
is optimistic about his future performing the music he loves.

 Continue to help Adolphus and 
artists in similar situations with 
a donation to our Annual Fund. 

Email donations@musicmaker.org 
to see how you can help. 



W. C. Minger 
Backtracking  
*Record Club selection

Be the first to receive a brand 
new CD, prior to its release 
to the public! Join the Givin’ It 
Back Record Club and receive a 
new Music Maker CD every three 
months (December, March, June 
and September) for one year. 
Don’t miss another release. 
Visit www.musicmakerstore.org 
to join now!

* Stamp-it art created by 
Allen Duffy

Alabama Slim 
Blue and Lonesome  
*Record Club selection 

Andy Edmonds 
Me and My Fiddle 

Mr. Q 
Cocktail Boogie  
*Record Club selection

Little Freddie King
At Home in the New 
Orleans Musicians’ Village

Robert Lee Coleman 
Last Chance

Benton Flippen 
270 Haystack Rd.

★
New Releases
Order new releases at musicmaker.org
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Music Maker is looking for interns! Internship programs 
are available during the academic year and in the 
summer. Interns must apply, be accepted for participation 
and commit to an agreed schedule for the term. MMRF 
internships are unpaid and students must provide their own 
housing and transportation.

Our ideal internship candidate will obtain the drive and 
desire to help further our mission. We work with each intern 
to make sure his/her interests are represented during the 
internship. These duties will include, but will not be limited 
to:

• Archiving our vast photography collection
• Digital archiving/music mastering
•  Processing, taking and fulfilling orders of our merchandise
•  Assistance on special projects (which will range from print 

jobs to new CD release production)
•  Assistance with video and audio documentation.

Please contact volunteer@musicmaker.org to apply now!

We are seeking donations of fine electric guitars, basses 
and keyboards.

We are seeking donations of good, running cars for Lee Gates 
of Milwaukee, WI and Adolphus Bell of Birmingham, AL.

The Music Maker Blues Revue is available for booking at 
festivals, private parties and corporate events.

Feed a Music Maker artist for $25 a month. We will charge 
your credit card every month and make sure an artist has 
food to put on his/her table. Your credit card will be charged 
the last Friday of every month for one year.

We are seeking donations of Tri-X 4x5 film and a Canon 5D 
or 7D digital camera body. These items would be put to good 
use creating publicity photos and documenting MM artists.

Jerry “Boogie” McCain of Gadsden, AL has a wonderful 
batch of new songs and is looking for someone to sponsor 
a recording session and pressing of a new CD. Producer 
Ardie Dean has volunteered to produce this historic 
recording. Funding is needed.

If you can help, email info@musicmaker.org or call  
919-643-2456.

Classifieds
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Don’t miss a beat!

Sign up for our 
e-newsletter and 
receive weekly 

updates on 
Music Maker 

artists, upcoming 
events and the 

latest news.

 
Please visit 

musicmaker.org, email 
info@musicmaker.org 
or call 919-643-2456 

to sign up today!




